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Dr. Alfred Taylor to Receive Arlington Community Foundation’s Spirit of Community Award at 

Luncheon on October 15 

 Spirit of Community luncheon will be on Tuesday, October 15 at the Renaissance Arlington 

Capital View Hotel 

 Honoree Dr. Taylor was raised in the Green Valley community (formerly Nauck) and was active 

in the civic life of the community  

o Retired from University of the District of Columbia after 31 years of service 

o Former president of the Arlington Branch of NAACP and the Nauck (now Green Valley) 

Civic Association 

 Chuck Todd, Moderator of Meet the Press, and his wife, Kristian, are honorary co-chairs 

o Chuck Todd will be a featured as part of the program 

o Additional special guest to be announced soon 

 Early bird tickets are available for $75 at www.arlcf.org through September 20.  

Arlington, Virginia, July 22, 2019 -  The Arlington Community Foundation is pleased to announce that Dr. 

Alfred Taylor will receive the 2019 William T. Newman, Jr. Spirit of Community Award. The awards will be 

presented at the 2019 Spirit of Community Luncheon on Tuesday, October 15 at the Renaissance 

Arlington Capital View Hotel. Each year this event brings together more than 300 of Arlington’s civic, 

business and government leaders. This year’s event will include honorary co-chairs Kristian and Chuck 

Todd.  

“As an educator and an elder statesman in the Green Valley Community, Dr. Taylor and his family have 

been making a positive impact in Arlington for generations,” said Avril Ussery Sisk, board chair of the 

Arlington Community Foundation. “We are pleased to be able to recognize and honor Dr. Taylor with this 

year’s Spirit of Community award.”  

Dr. Taylor was raised in the Green Valley community of Arlington County, one of Virginia's oldest African 

American Communities. Despite tremendous obstacles growing up in an era of Jim Crow and 

discrimination, Dr. Taylor earned a Master of Arts Degree and a Doctor of Education from the Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute. He retired from the University of the District of Columbia after 31 years of service. 

Dr. Taylor is the former president of the Arlington Branch of the NAACP, former President of the Nauck 

(now Green Valley) Civic Association and still serves as the Board Chair of the Northern Virginia Juvenile 

Detention Facility Commission, which houses juveniles from Arlington, Alexandria and Falls Church. He 

remains active in his church -- Macedonia Baptist -- where he serves as the Chairman of the Deacon's 

Ministry. Dr. Taylor has earned recognition as the Civic Community Patriarch of the Green Valley area of 

Arlington through decades of community service and exemplifies the Spirit of Community. 

Chuck Todd and his wife, Kristian, live in Arlington with their two children, Margaret and Harrison. Kristian 

is a Democratic campaign communications consultant and co-founder of Maverick Strategies and Mail. 

http://www.arlcf.org/


   
Chuck is the NBC News political director and moderator of Meet the Press. The Todds are long-time 

Arlingtonians who choose to focus their philanthropic time and energy on the local community.  

“This event celebrates and shines a spotlight on the great work that the hardworking nonprofits in 

Arlington undertake every day to improve quality of life for all of our residents,” said honorary co-chair 

Kristian Todd. “Chuck and I are excited to be a part of this celebration of Dr. Taylor, our vibrant Arlington 

community, and the people who ensure that its civic fabric remains strong.” 

Early bird tickets are available for $75 through September 20 at www.arlcf.org. Individual tickets will be 

$90 each after September 20. Additional ticket levels and sponsorship information is also available on the 

website.  

The Spirit of Community Award, named in honor of the Foundation’s Founder and President Emeritus, the 

Honorable William T. Newman, Jr., was established to recognize individuals and/or organizations who 

have demonstrated a tireless and unselfish commitment to improving the quality of life in Arlington.  Dr. 

Alfred Taylor will join an exemplary roster of past honorees including John Andelin and Ginger Geoffrey, 

Anna Barber, Jean Berg, Elizabeth Campbell, Preston Caruthers, Judy A. Connally, Hon. L. Karen Darner, 

Jennie T. Davis, Rich Doud, Ralph Johnson, Johnathan C. Kinney, John T. McCracken, John Milliken, Mary 

Ann Moran, H. Paul Mount, Joan Cooper, Mary Ann Nirschl, Charles L. Overby, Lola C. Reinsch, Eric 

Schaeffer, Walter Tejada, Meg Tuccillo, Hon. George D. Varoutsos, Dr. Emma Violand-Sanchez and the 

Woman’s Club of Ashton Heights.   

About the Foundation:  The Arlington Community Foundation was established in 1991 to serve as a 

permanent community endowment built by the gifts and charitable legacies of individuals, families and 

businesses for the betterment of Arlington County. As a grantmaker, convener and sponsor of special 

initiatives, the Community Foundation strives to strengthen local nonprofits, encourage better 

understanding of the needs of Arlingtonians, and address the most critical issues of our time to ensure that 

our community provides opportunity for everyone. 
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